
Japan-Australia Foreign Ministers’ Meeting – Overview 

(Provisional Translation) 

 

 

On the 11th of June, Mr Fumio Kishida, Minister for Foreign Affairs, held the Japan-Australia 

Foreign Ministers’ Meeting with the Hon. Julie Bishop MP, Minister for Foreign Affairs of 

Australia, for approximately 50 minutes from 5:15pm local time.  The overview of the meeting 

is as follows; 

 

1 Bilateral Relations  

 

(1) Both ministers reached a consensus that the strategic partnership between Japan and 

Australia should be further strengthened and our bilateral relations should be elevated to a 

new special level. 

(2) Both minsters highly appreciated the substantial conclusion of negotiations on the bilateral 

Economic Partnership Agreement last April and shared a view that both countries should 

work together vigorously toward the necessary arrangements for signing the agreement as 

well as early conclusion of the TPP. 

(3) Both ministers shared the importance of promoting people-to-people exchanges between 

the two countries.  They confirmed that Japan would assist the New Colombo Plan which 

was initiated by Australia. 

(4) Both ministers shared a view that even though the two countries had different ideas on 

whaling, it should not undermine their good bilateral relationship. 

  



2 International Architecture 

 

(1) Both ministers reached a consensus that both countries should further cooperate in 

regional architecture and international society. 

(2) Minister Kishida expressed his intention to support the leadership of Australian Prime 

Minister Tony Abbott at the G20 summit. 

(3) Both ministers confirmed that they would continue to cooperate closely in the fields of the 

United Nations, disarmament and non-proliferation. 

(4) Minister Kishida confirmed to further strengthen cyber cooperation. 

(5) Minister Kishida referred to an international symposium toward a society in which women 

are empowered to be held in September and expressed his determination to promote an 

environment where women can demonstrate their strengths. 

 

3 Regional Issues 

Both ministers discussed regional issues and affirmed that they would further cooperate 

closely toward the rules of law of the sea and airspace as well as North Korean issues.  They 

also discussed the near-miss by a Chinese military airplane which took place on that day. 


